
 

“They tried to make a brand new map without us.” — Lil’ Wayne 
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The 
Race Maps 
Sociology 414 
African American Studies 414 
Race, Place, and Space

Fall 2019 
by Dr. B. Brian Foster 
      bofoster@olemiss.edu 
on  Tuesday and Thursday 
from 1:00 P.M. - 2:15 P.M. 
in Lamar Hall 555 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is a trip—and trips need maps. Maps tell us where to go, 
and where to go from. Maps show if we are ahead of schedule and 
alert us when we are behind. This class is a trip, and America’s race 
maps are our maps. Here, we are using “map” both as a metaphor for 
how racial inequality, while pervasive, often manifests in 
geographically distinct ways; and as a framework for exploring how 
racism and “race” route and run through American life, like 
highways, byways, and rivers. We will focus our sight lines the most 
on black maps, reviewing classical and contemporary art, 
scholarship, and writing on black people, the black past, black 
futures, and black places “here, there, and wherever they may be.” As 
with most trips, this course begins with good music. The first section 
draws on the “mixtape” metaphor to explore foundational concepts 
and theories in the study of racial inequality and the black American 
experience—beginning with Wayne’s “The Sky is the Limit” and 
hearing Rapsody, Du Bois, Kendrick, Cole, and Zora Neale Hurston 
after that. Then, we “map” the nation’s contemporary racial 
landscape, beginning in Jamestown (like black folks did) and ending 
in Cadillactica and Stankonia, where the past meets the future, like 
black folks do. Along the way we stop in Ruleville, Dreamville, New 
Iberia, H-Town, Brooklyn, Fruitvale, Memphis and other places in 
between. As we go, we’ll talk, everything from Beyoncé and Lorraine 
Hansberry to Oscar Grant, the New Secession, and Afro-Pessimism. 
You will hear from James Baldwin and Nina Simone and Yo Gotti; 
and we will hear from each other, treating our own selfhood as a 
type of race map, with lessons, questions, and new routes to bear.

mailto:bofoster@olemiss.edu
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51838/primer-for-blacks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9BbsgCwsfI
mailto:bofoster@olemiss.edu
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51838/primer-for-blacks


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
If you stay current on course material and are engaged with class assignments, you 
will complete this course with (1) a working understanding of concepts like racism 
and race; (2) familiarity with the major debates in the sociological study of race and 
racism; (3) the ability to apply theoretical concepts in your everyday life; and (4) a 
toolkit for refining and communicating your views about a range of topics. Beyond 
these, note the general curricular goals of the university’s College of Liberal Arts. 

BOOKS AND COURSE MATERIAL 
I will provide access to all course materials via the class’s Blackboard webpage. 

COURSE FORMAT 
This course is both lecture- and discussion-based, and my teaching style is highly 
“Socratic.” Please come to class prepared to talk about the day’s material, listen 
carefully to others, and respond to my prompts thoughtfully. Attendance is vital: you 
are allowed a maximum of two (2) total non-university-related absences (Note: I do not 
distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences). 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
BE ON TIME.  
Excusing extenuating circumstances like Judgement Day, the Apocalypse, or a 
surprise Gucci Mane concert, class will start at 1:00 P.M. sharp and end no later than 
2:15 P.M. Promptness also applies to assignment deadlines. I do not accept late work. 
BE RESPECTFUL.  
We are all different. We have different experiences. We like different things. We 
come from different places. These differences—whether by race, gender, sexuality, 
nationality, or otherwise—do not negate the duty of respect.  
BE ENGAGED.  
Please come to class prepared to pay attention and contribute during class 
discussion. You are allowed to use your electronic devices, so long as your usage 
does not distract you or anyone else from the day’s proceedings.  

ACCOMODATIONS 
The University of Mississippi is committed to creating inclusive learning 
environments for all students. If there are aspects of the design or instruction of this 
course that hinders your full inclusion or participation, or the accurate assessment 
of your work, please let me know either in person or via email. You may also contact 
the university’s Office of Student Disability Services (sds@olemiss.edu) directly. 

CONTACT 
Email (bofoster@olemiss.edu) is the most effective way to communicate with me 
outside of class. Office hours are by appointment only. 

CLASS AND UNIVERSITY HONOR CODE 
The University Honor Code applies to all course-related work. Please review all 
provisions outlined in the Honor Code and MBook. This course has a zero-tolerance 
policy (from assignment to assignment) for cases of academic misconduct, defined 
as “any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students” (e.g., plagiarism, 
misrepresenting your work). Violations of the academic conduct policy will result in 
an automatic failing grade on the assignment (see MBook for more). 
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mailto:bofoster@olemiss.edu
https://policies.olemiss.edu/ShowDetails.jsp?istatPara=1&policyObjidPara=10817696
http://studentaffairs.wp.olemiss.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2015/06/MBook14.pdf
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GRADE COMPONENTS 
In-Class Contributions (15%) 
Fifteen percent of your course grade is based on attendance, your contributions 
during in-class discussion, and your grades on in-class reading pop tests. 
Contribution points will be assessed at the end of each week. 

Reading Actions (30%) 
Thirty percent of your course grade is based on the completion and quality of 12 (12) 
“reading actions” (note that there are 13 opportunities to submit reading actions). 
Reading Actions are your space to think through, reflect on, and where necessary, 
critique course materials. To help facilitate this, I will provide a set of questions 
(based on class readings) to help inspire your writing. Reading Actions will be due 
by 1:00 P.M. every Tuesday, and should be submitted via Blackboard.  

Exams (30%) 
Thirty percent of your course grade is based on your performance on three (3) 
exams, which will cover material from lectures, required readings, and class 
discussion. The class TA (Ms. Duke) will administer exams in class on the following 
Thursdays: Exam 1 on September 19; Exam 2 on October 10; and Exam 3 on 
Halloween. Each exam will count 10% towards your final grade. 

“Travel Logs" (9%) 
Nine percent of your course grade is based on your completion of three (3) out-of-
class assignments (note that there are 4 opportunities to submit travel logs). These 
assignments will vary (instructions and details available on Blackboard) from short, 
documentary response papers to hands-on fieldwork assignments. Travel Logs will 
be due on the following Sundays: Travel Log #1 on September 15, Travel Log #2 on 
October 6, Travel Log #3 on October 27, and Travel Log #4 on November 17. 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES 
While measuring student “achievement” and “performance” is a 
notoriously tricky (and thorny) affair, it is my view that graded work 
is necessary to assess your progress (and my performance) in this 
course. I am aware that students arrive to this university with 
different prior experiences, learn in different ways, and may respond 
differently to different types of evaluation. The selected grade 
components (below) are meant to acknowledge and at least partly 
account for these differences, while still prioritizing direct, 
transparent, and fair evaluation: 

In-Class Contributions   (15%) 
Reading Actions    (30%) 
Exams      (30%) 
“Travel Logs” Assignments   (  9%) 
Final Capstone   (16%)



Final Capstone – Choose Your Final* (16%) 
Sixteen percent of your grade will be based on the completion (and quality) of a 
final capstone project. You may choose from two options: 

Option #1: “The Syllabus” Final Project 
This assignment asks you to develop a proposal and syllabus for your own 
college course. The assignment will have three primary components: (1) the 
course proposal should be about 300 words in length, and explain both the 
intellectual merit (i.e., why the class is an important academic pursuit) and 
broader impacts (i.e., what students can hope to learn from the class) of the 
class. (2) The syllabus must cover 15 weeks of course content. Each week should 
have a theme. For each of the first five weeks, you will pair a song or music 
artist with a scholarly or journalistic source (i.e., academic journal article, book, 
or long-form investigative journalism piece). For each of the following 10 weeks, 
you will pair a “place” with a scholarly or journalistic source. Use the syllabus 
for this class as a model. (3) For each week of the course, you should write a 100-
word synopsis explaining how the weeks’ theme (either the song or the place) 
relates to the week’s reading. This assignment is due by 11:59 P.M. on 
Wednesday, December 11 (See Blackboard handout for more details). 
Option #2 : Final Examination  
The final exam will cover material from lectures, required readings, and class 
discussion from the entirety of the course (i.e., it is cumulative) and will be 
administered at 4:00 P.M. on Thursday, December 12. 
*Note: Even if you opt to do the final project (instead of taking the final exam), you are 
expected to attend class through the final meeting on Thursday, December 5.  

Attendance and Extra Credit 
You are allowed a maximum of two (2) non-university-related absences (note: I do 
not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences). Each absence beyond 
the allowed 2 will elicit a 7-point deduction from your final grade. More than five 
absences will result in an “F” for the course. 

During the semester, you will have the opportunity to drop your lowest-graded 
Reading Action. To earn this extra credit, you will need to attend three (3) campus 
events (e.g., lectures, cultural events, etc.). For each event, you should submit proof 
of attendance (e.g., selfie, photo, program) and a 250-word write-up explaining how 
the event is related to something we have covered in class. The deadline for all extra 
credit submissions is 11:59 P.M. on Thursday, December 5. Note that in order to 
receive extra credit, you also need to attend class on Tuesday, December 3, and 
Thursday, December 5.  
GRADING SCALE 
This class adheres to a plus-minus grading scale, with the following grade tiers: 
A   94-100 
A-   90-93.99 
B+   87-89.99 
B   84-86.99 

B-   80-83.99 
C+   77-79.99 
C   74-76.99 
C-   70-73.99 

Note that a “D” is the lowest passing grade for this course, and an “F” constitutes a 
failing mark. See the MBook for the University’s policy on other evaluation marks.  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Section I / Mixtape 
WEEK 1 —————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (8/27)  | No Class 
THURSDAY (8/29)  | “The Sky is the Limit” (Lil’ Wayne)   

COURSE INTRODUCTION, OVERVIEW, AND DISCLAIMERS 
Recommended (Read) → Pp. 1-11 from “Everywhere Below Canada” via Chocolate Cities (by 
Marcus Hunter and Zandria Robinson) 
Recommended (Read) →  “The Forethought” from Souls of Black Folk (by W.E.B. Du Bois) 
Recommended (Read) →  “PRIMER FOR BLACKS” vis Poetry Foundation (by Gwendolyn Brooks) 

WEEK 2 —————————————————————————————————- 
TUESDAY (9/3)  | “Dreams and Nightmares” (Meek Mill)   

THE COLORLINE  
Required → “Of Our Spiritual Strivings" and “Of the Dawn of Freedom” in The Souls of Black 
Folk (by W.E.B. Du Bois) 
Recommended (Read) → “Race and…American Sociology” from The Scholar Denied (by A. Morris) 
Recommended (Read) → “The Promise of Sociology” via Sociological Imag. (by C. W. Mills). 

THURSDAY (9/5)  | “Under the Sun” (J. Cole feat. Lute & DaBaby)   
RACIAL DOMINATION 
Required → “What is racial domination?” via Du Bois Review (by Matthew Desmond and Mustafa 
Embirbayer).  
Recommended (Watch) → “What is race?” via Vox 
Recommended (Explore) → “What is Systemic Racism?” via Race Forward (by Jay Smooth) 

Due → Reading Action #1 based on Week 1 Readings (due by 11:59 P.M. on 9/8) 

WEEK 3 ————————————————————————————————-—- 
TUESDAY (9/10)  | “The Story of O.J.” (Jay-Z)  

RACIAL PROGRESS 
Required → “Rethinking Racial Progress?” via Racial/Ethnic Studies (by Victor Ray 
and Louise Seamster)  
Recommended (Explore) → “Race in America 2019” via Pew Institute (by J. M. Horowitz, A. 
Brown, & K. Fox.) 
 

DUE → Reading Action #2 based on 9/10 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 9/10) 
THURSDAY (9/12)  | “Nina” (Rapsody) 

THE “NEW” RACISM 
Required → Pp. 1-16 (from “Introduction”) and 53-76 ( from “The Style of Color Blindness: How 
to Talk Nasty about Minorities without Sounding Racist”) in Racism Without Racists: 
Colorblind Racism and the Persistence of Racial Inequality in the United States (by Eduardo 
Bonilla-Silva). 

 

DUE → Travel Log #1 (See Blackboard for Instructions) (due by 11:59 P.M. on Sunday, 9/15) 

WEEK 4 ————————————————————————————————— 
TUESDAY (9/17)  | “Every Ghetto, Every City” (Lauryn Hill) 

THE CHOCOLATE CITIES WAY 
Required → “Dust Tracks on the Chocolate Map,” from Chocolate Cities: The Black Map of 
American Life (by Marcus Hunter & Zandria Robinson).  
Recommended (Read) → “My Birthplace” from Dust Tracks on a Road (by Zora  
Neale Hurston) 

Due → Reading Action #3 based on 9/17 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 9/17) 
 

THURSDAY (9/19)  | EXAM 1 will cover material from all required reading, class lecture, and discussion from 
weeks 2-4. You only need to bring a writing utensil. You will have the class’s full meeting time to complete the exam.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Both the syllabus and the below course schedule are subject to change based 
on the needs and pacing of the class. Any such changes will be announced 
in class, and an updated syllabus will be posted to Blackboard. You are 
responsible for all changes.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51838/primer-for-blacks
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm
http://sociology.morrisville.edu/readings/SOCI101/Mills-The_Promise_of_Sociology-Chp1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnfKgffCZ7U
https://www.raceforward.org/videos/systemic-racism


Section II / Maps 
WEEK 5 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (9/24)  | Jamestown 

AMERICAN SLAVERY AND RACE IDEOLOGY 
Required → Pp. 111-148 (“Slavery, Race, and Ideology in the USA”) in Racecraft (by Barbara & 
Karen Fields) 
Recommended (Explore) → THE 1619 PROJECT from New York Times (by Nikole Hannah- 
Jones). 

Due → Reading Action #4 based on 9/24 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 9/24) 
THURSDAY (9/26)  | Lawndale 

REPARATIONS 
Required → Sections I—VII of “THE CASE FOR REPARATIONS” via The Atlantic (by Ta-nehisi  
Coates) 
Recommended (Read) → “THE STORY OF CLYDE ROSS” via TeachRock.Org 
Recommended (Listen) → “40 Acres and a Bill” via Vox (by Today, Explained) 

WEEK 6 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (10/1)  | Clybourne Park 

RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION 
Required → Pp. 208-226 of “Housing" from Racial Domination, Racial Progress (by Matthew 
Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer).  
Recommended (Read) → A RAISIN IN THE SUN By Lorraine Hansberry (1959) 
Recommended (Watch) → A RAISIN IN THE SUN By Kenny Leon feat. Diddy and Sanaa Lathan 

Due → Reading Action #5 based on 10/1 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 10/1) 
THURSDAY (10/3)  | The Mississippi Delta 

DEVELOPMENT “ARRESTED" 
Required → “Somebody Done Nailed us to a Cross” in Journal of American History (by James 
Cobb).  
Recommended (Explore) → "OCCUPATION OF GREENVILLE AIR FORCE BASE" via Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) Digital Gateway 
 

DUE → Travel Log #2 (See Blackboard for Instructions) (due by 11:59 P.M. on Sunday, 10/6) 

WEEK 7 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (10/8)  | Ruleville 

BLACK FARMERS 
Required → “The Great Land Robbery: The Mississippi Delta’s History of Black Land Theft” via 
The Atlantic (by Vann R. Newkirk II)  
Recommended (Explore) → "HOW BLACK FARMERS WERE ROBBED OF THEIR LAND" via NPR (feat. 
Van Newkirk II) 
 

Due → Reading Action #6 based on 10/8 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 10/8) 
THURSDAY (10/10)  | EXAM 2 will cover material from all required reading, class lecture, and discussion from 
weeks 5-7. You only need to bring a writing utensil. You will have the class’s full meeting time to complete the exam. 
WEEK 8 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (10/15)  | Louisiana 

EDUCATION 
Required → Pp. 3-16 (“Desegregation Without Integration”) in Integration Interrupted: Tracking, 
Black Students, and Acting White After Brown (by Karolyn Tyson) 
Recommended (Read) → Pp. 317-342 of “Education" from RD, RP (by M. Desmond & M. Emirbayer).  
Recommended (Listen) → “THE NEW SECESSION” via Vox (by Today, Explained) 

Due → Reading Action #7 based on 10/15 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 10/15) 
THURSDAY (10/17)  | Fruitvale Station  

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
Required → Pp. 249-298 of “Crime and Punishment." from RD, RP (by M. Desmond & M. Emirbayer). 
Recommended (Watch) → Fruitvale Station By Ryan Coogler feat. Michael B. Jordan 
Recommended (Read) → “10 YRS SINCE OSCAR GRANT’S DEATH" via SFranChron. (by D. Bulwa & R. Swan) 
Recommended (Listen) → "20 SHOTS AND A CELL PHONE" via Vox. (by Today, Explained) 
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https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
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https://www.npr.org/2019/08/19/752328959/the-atlantics-vann-newkirk-on-how-black-farmers-were-robbed-of-their-land
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-new-secession/id1346207297?i=1000440625122
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/10-years-since-Oscar-Grant-s-death-What-13489585.php?psid=k6caC
https://podbay.fm/podcast/1346207297/e/1522879710


WEEK 9 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (10/22)  | The White House 

WHITENESS, PT. 1 - THE POSSESSIVE INVESTMENT  
Required → “Know Your Whites” via Thick: And Other Essays (by Tressie McMillan Cottom) 
Recommended (Read) → Pp. 37–55 of “White Privilege” in Recognizing R/E (by K. Fitzgerald)  
Recommended (Read) → “From Obamerica to Trumpamerica” in Racism…Racists (by E. Bonilla-Silva)  
Recommended (Read) → “MOURNING WHITENESS” via The New Yorker (by Toni Morrison) 

Due → Reading Action #8 based on 10/22 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 10/22) 
THURSDAY (10/24)  | Ole Miss  

WHITENESS, PT. 2 - THE INVENTION OF TRADITION 
Required → Pp. 27-47 of “The Invention of Southern Tradition” from Flashes… (by C. Wilson) 
Recommended (Read) → “Ghosts of Mississippi” via The Cost of These Dreams: Sports Stories 
and Other Serious Business (by Wright Thompson)  
Recommended (Read) →  “HOW THEY DO IN OXFORD.” Via ESPN (by Kiese Laymon) 

 

DUE → Travel Log #3 (See Blackboard for Instructions) (due by 11:59 P.M. on Sunday, 10/27) 

WEEK 10 ———————————————————————————————— 
TUESDAY (10/29)  | Ferguson  

BLACK RESISTANCE, PT. 1 - THE MOVEMENT 
Read → "#BLACKLIVESMATTER: THE BIRTH OF A NEW CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.” Via The Guardian 
(by Elizabeth Day) 
Read → “The Condition of Black Life is one of Mourning” from The Fire This Time (by Claudia 
Rankine) 

Due → Reading Action #9 based on 10/29 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 10/29) 
 

THURSDAY (10/31)  | EXAM 3 will cover material from all required reading, class lecture, and discussion from 
weeks 8-10. You only need to bring a writing utensil. You will have the class’s full meeting time to complete the exam. 

WEEK 11 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (11/5)  | THE BAY 

BLACK RESISTANCE, PT. 2 - THE QUIET 
Required → Pp. 1-26 of “Introduction” from The Sovereignty of Quiet (by Kevin Quashie) 
Recommended (Read) → “Kaepernick is Asking for Justice, not Peace.” Via The Undefeated 
(by Bomani Jones) 
Recommended (Read) → “The B-Side of Blackness” via The Believer (by Zandria F. Robinson) 
 

Due → Reading Action #10 based on 11/5 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 11/5) 
THURSDAY (11/7)  | New Iberia  

BLACK RESISTANCE, PT. 3 - #THECULTURE 
Required → Pp. 345-364 of “Aesthetics" from RD, RP (by M. Desmond & M. Emirbayer).  
Recommended (Read) → “A Seat at the Table Album Review” via Pitchfork (by Julianne E. 
Shepherd) 
Recommended (Explore) → "We've always had a Seat at the Table” via NPR 

WEEK 12 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (11/12)  | MEMPHIS 

BLACK RACIAL EPISTEMOLOGIES, PT. 1 - “COUNTRY COSMOPOLITANISM” 
Required → “Not Stud’n’ ‘em White Folks” from This Ain’t Chicago: Race, Class, and Regional 
Identity in the Post-Soul South.  
Recommended (Read) → "HATING THE BLUES" via Oxford American (by Z. Robinson) 
Recommended (Read) → “LISTENING FOR THE COUNTRY” via Oxford American (by Z. Robinson) 
 

Due → Reading Action #11 based on 11/12 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 11/12) 
THURSDAY (11/14)  | Dreamville  

BLACK RACIAL EPISTEMOLOGIES, PT. 2 - AFRO-PESSIMISM AND RACIAL REALISM 
Required → Pp. 1-14 (“Divining Our Racial Themes”) in Faces at the Bottom of the Well (by D. Bell) 
Recommended (Read) → Pp. 7-13 (“Editor’s Introduction”) from Afro-Pessimism: An Introduction 
via Racked and Dispatched. 
Recommended (Watch) → 4 YOUR EYES ONLY via Dreamville (by J. Cole) 

DUE → Travel Log #4 (See Blackboard for Instructions) (due by 11:59 P.M. on Sunday, 11/17) 
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/11/21/aftermath-sixteen-writers-on-trumps-america#anchor-morrison
http://www.espn.com/college-sports/story/_/id/13842293/the-allure-ole-miss-football
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https://theundefeated.com/features/kaepernick-is-asking-for-justice-not-peace/
https://believermag.com/the-b-side-of-blackness/
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/22482-a-seat-at-the-table/
https://www.npr.org/2016/11/11/501165834/weve-always-had-a-seat-at-the-table-solange-on-conversations-that-heal
https://www.oxfordamerican.org/magazine/item/647-hating-the-blues
https://www.oxfordamerican.org/item/1052-listening-for-the-country
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6atNwE-uOfE


WEEK 13 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (11/19)  | HOUSTON 

BLACK SELFHOOD, PT. 1 - BEYONCÉ, BLACK WOMEN, AND INTERSECTIONALITY 
Required → Pp. 1241-1245, 1296-1299 from “Mapping the Margins” via SLR (by K. Crenshaw) 
Required → “How it feels to be Colored Me” via World Tomorrow (by Zora Neal Hurston)  
Recommended (Read) → Sections I, II, and III from “Mapping the Margins” via SLR (by Kimberle 
Crenshaw) 

Due → Reading Action #12 based on 11/19 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 11/19) 
THURSDAY (11/21)  | Brooklyn  

BLACK SELFHOOD, PT. 2 - JAY, BLACK MEN, AND (TOXIC) MASCULINITY 
Required →  “How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America.” from How to Slowly Kill 
Yourself and Others in America (by Kiese Laymon)  
Recommended (Watch) → “IS THERE A WAR ON MASCULINITY” via The Grapevine 
Recommended (Watch) → “FOOTNOTES FOR 4:44” via RocNation (by Jay-Z) 

WEEK 14 ———————————————————————————————— 
NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING BREAK 

WEEK 15 ————————————————————————————————
TUESDAY (12/3)  | CADILLACTICA 

HISTORICAL PRESENTISM, CLASS REVIEW, AND LOOKING BACK 
Recommended (Read) → Pp. 1-10 from “Unfit for History” in None Likes Us: Blackness, 
Belonging and Aesthetic Life (by Stephen Best) 
Recommended (Watch) → “BIG K.R.I.T. IN CONVERSATION WITH HIS FATHER” via Big K.R.I.T. 
Recommended (Watch) → “BIG K.R.I.T. TINY DESK CONCERT” via NPR (by Big K.R.I.T.) 
 

Due → Reading Action #13 based on 12/3 Readings (due by 1:00 P.M. on 12/3) 
THURSDAY (12/5)  | Stankonia  

AFRO-FUTURISM, CLASS CONVERSATION, AND LOOKING FORWARD 
Required →  Pp. 41-48 from “Afrofuturism, Science Fiction, and the History of the Future.” via 
Socialism and Democracy 
Recommended (Explore) → “What is Afrofuturism?” via One (by Sadof Alexander) 
Recommended (Watch) → “AFROFUTURISM EXPLAINED: NOT JUST BLACK SCI-FI.” Via Inverse 

WEEK 16 ———————————————————————————————— 
Due → “The Syllabus” Final Project (due by 11:59 P.M. on 12/11) 
 

THURSDAY (12/12)  | The Final Exam will be administered on Thursday, December 12 at 4:00 P.M. Thirty 
(30) percent of the Final will focus exclusively on material from weeks 11-15. The remaining 70 percent will cover material 
from the entirety of the course. You only need to bring a writing utensil. You will have three hours ad 20 minutes to 
complete the exam. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gSL0N_j0Qg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJ0wqHBX2KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZkK6_CprzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8xj2qp6yls
https://www.one.org/international/blog/afrofuturism-change-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=154XnA1xcis

